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CONFIDENTIAL TAIPEI 7272 

ROME ALSO FOR OFFICER IN CHARGE OF VATICAN AFFAIRS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PDIP, TW, VT 

SUBJECT: NEW ROC AMBASSADOR TO THE VATICAN 
REF: (A) TAIPEI 7049, (B) HONG KONG 14847 

1 . FOLLOWING OFFICIAL CABINET CONFIRMATION OF HIS 
NOMINATION AS ROC AMBASSADOR TO THE VATICAN ON DECEMBER 1, 
MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO CHOW SHU-KAI HELD A PRESS CON- 
FERENCE DECEMBER 5 WHICH WAS PROMINENTLY REPORTED IN LOCAL 
PAPERS DECEMBER 6. CHOW IS QUOTED AS SAYING THAT THE 
"FLEXIBLE DIPLOMACY" WITH WHICH HE IS CREDITED DOES NOT 
EXTEND TO BEING FLEXIBLE ABOUT THE GROC'S BASIC POLICY OF 
ANTI-COMMUNISM. WHATEVER ABOUT THE GROC'S RELATIONS WITH OTHER 
COUNTRIES, HE SAID, IT WILL NEVER LEAVE THE FREE WORLD. 

HE DENIED THAT HIS POSTING TO THE VATICAN HAD ANYTHING 
TO DO WITH ROC/US OR ROC/USSR RELATIONS. 

2. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH IT IS POSSIBLE THAT CHOW INTEN- 
TIONALLY RAISED THE SOVIET SPECTRE IN ORDER TO INJECT 
THIS BUGABOO INTO OUR CHINA POLICY DELIBERATIONS, IT IS 
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MORE LIKELY THAT THE SUBJECT CAME UP NATURALLY IN THE 
COURSE OF HIS MEETING WITH THE PRESS, AND WAS ANSWERED 
WITH THE STANDARD OFFICIAL DENIAL. HOWEVER, CHOW'S 
ADVOCACY OF "FLEXIBLE DIPLOMACY" (WHICH SOME INTERPRETED 
AS LEADING TO RELATIONS WITH "NON-HOSTILE" COMMUNIST 
COUNTRIES SUCH AS THE USSR) REPORTEDLY CONTRIBUTED TO 
HIS DEMOTION FROM FOREIGN MINISTER TO MINISTER WITHOUT 
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PORTFOLIO IN MAY 1972. HIS IMPENDING ASSIGNMENT TO THE 
VATICAN WILL PUT HIM IN A GOOD POSITION TO TALK TO A 
WIDE VARIETY OF FOREIGN REPRESENTATIVES. HOWEVER, WE 
EXPECT HIS PRINCIPAL RESPONSIBILITY WILL BE TO SEEK 
IMPROVEMENT IN THE GROC'S UNOFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH 
EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND THE EEC. 
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